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less to say, for example, that the world is will, when that will
includes the other functions. Even if we regard the interpretation
as a matter of emphasis, it must naturally be one-sided; for we
find other facts in which the other functions have to be stressed.
So, if it is to be consistent and true to facts, the idealistic
tendency cannot stop short of the Absolute.
VIII
TERMINUS A QUO AND TERMINUS AD QUEM OF
ALL PHILOSOPHY
The starting-point of idealism, and indeed of every true philosophy,
is man dissatisfied and, therefore, in search of something better
and higher. It can never be matter which is below mind; for
matter is really matter as mind knows and understands it, and
hence matter, apart from a knowing mind, cannot be the starting-
point. For the same reason, we can never explain everything in
terms merely of the object or of the subject. Neither is found
apart from the other. Nor can the starting-point be God or some
, ideal spirit or experience. For no finite mind can place itself in
his or its place and see how he or it constitutes the world. The
starting-point of materialism and even of Hegelian absolutism
is therefore unnatural. Always the starting-point of philosophy
is the philosopher himself; and because, as it is said, thought
never starts without the experience of some contradiction, the
starting-point is the philosopher feeling some contradiction within
himself. He feels it between his material and spiritual nature,
between his actual and ideal nature, between practice and theory,
etc. His object is the removal of the contradictions, and the search
after a reality that lies at the core of the self-contradictory finite
experience. If all our experience were nothing but self-con-
tradictory, we could never have had the notion of the non-
contradictory. Sometimes our cognitions are correct, other times
incorrect. Some aspects of our experience show comparative
absence of contradictions. These give the clue to the formulation
of our criterion of reality, which, by application and criticism,
is modified until it gives an idea of ideal and perfect reality. That
naturally must be the Absolute. The so-called explanation of the
world therefore is the discovery of the ideal in the actual And as
the approach to philosophy is from the side of the human mind,
reality, according to that philosophy, must show purposiveness,
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